From the Principal —

Dear Families,

Happy New Year! And welcome to the freshness that
the New Year brings for our Tippit families. Soon
you will be receiving information about your student's
semester grades, effort and attendance. If you have
not received this information or if you have questions
regarding these, please contact your child’s 3™ period
teacher.

I hope you and your family enjoyed winter break and
that your children are excited and ready to return to
school. I had a wonderful break, spent time with
family and friends while catching up on many things
at work, and I am enjoying seeing the students and
teachers again!

The second semester of the school year is often a very
challenging one. This semester begins in January.
During the first semester, students have a long break
for Thanksgiving and then 2 weeks later they have a
long break for the holidays. Many students will return
from break feeling refreshed and will engage in the
learning with eagerness and commitment; while
others will have had so much fun relaxing and playing
that they will struggle with settling back into the
routine of school, school work, homework, and
responsibility.

As an adult community who supports the growth and
learning of our children, we need to join forces and
work together to help the students make this important
transition back to school. As school resumes, teachers
will spend time engaging students in activities to help
them remember concepts discussed prior to the break
and to build confidence so students can move forward
in the curriculum. Teachers will also revisit deadlines
and assignment expectations so students can plan their
schedules and use their time wisely. Parents can be
extremely helpful during this time by monitoring after
school schedules, asking their children about
homework, checking online grades, and helping to
hold your student(s) accountable.

As parents of children in middle school, I hope you
will continue to make the achievement of reading
skills for your student a top priority for the coming
year. We all know that success in school begins with
reading, and when children become good readers in
the middle grades they are more likely to become
better learners throughout their school years and
beyond.

Most students cannot attain a high level of reading
ability in the middle years without the support and
involvement of their parents. How involved are you?
Here is a short quiz:

e Do you know your child’s reading level?

e Do youread to or listen to your child read
daily? (Even on holidays and weekends?)

e Do you regularly communicate with your
child’s reading teacher(s) about his or her
progress?

e Do you share conversations and spend time
talking about reading and books with your
child?

Do you visit the library with your child?

e Do you model the importance of reading at
home by you independently reading?

e Do you check and review all language arts

papers sent home in your child’s Thursday
folder?

If you can answer “yes” to the above questions, you
are helping your child acquire the necessary skills and
habits to become a lifelong, skillful reader. If you
answered “no” to any question, then you might have
an idea for another resolution for the new year.

~Mr. Dawson
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Family Fun Night

In April, Tippit will be having Family Fun Night!

Family Fun Night is an evening of food, fun and great
family-friendly activities! This event is the main
fundraiser for the many school-related items
supported by Tippit PTA. Family Fun Night is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 24th.

We need a lot of great volunteers to make this special
night a success. If you're interested in helping or
have questions, please contact Valerie Shelton at

familyfunnight@tippitmspta.org

Thank you!

Tippit Pride T-Shirts

Tippit Pride t-shirts are available at the school
store and the front office. Regular sizes are $10;
XXL and XXXL are extra.

Tippit Pride shirts look fantastic, and are
available in adult and child sizes. Come show
your Tippit pride!

School Store

Thank you fo everyone who visited the Eagle's
Nest School Store during Decemberl!l A very
special thank you to Sarah Jenkins who
coordinated the Christmas store, and made some
fantastic seasonal items as well as fun bling t-
shirts!

The Eagles Nest is open in the cafeteria every
morning, 8:00 - 8:30 am. The school store
carries bling t-shirts, Tippit Pride t-shirts,
school supplies and other items.

Come visit our great school storel

THANK YOU!!!

A huge thank you to everyone who donated
Christmas gift cards for the custodians and

cafeteria staff!! The gift card drive was a big
success and your generosity was very much

appreciated by the recipients. Thank you again!

From the ‘J—(oslpimfity Committee

The ﬂ-(osyitafity Commiittee held another wondévfu[
event for our T1 ippit teachers and stqff in

December. They were overwhelmed by the delicious
treats and goodies our fabulous volunteers provided.
Many thanks to all who donated their time and
kitchen talents to make it such a special day.

We are planning a "That's Amore" [uncheon in
February so look for details early next month. 1f
you are not receiving SignUpGenius requests for
items and would [ike to donate, please send your e-
mail address or phone number to
hospitality@tippitmspta.org The Tippit staff so
appreciates our efforts on their behalf and yummy
food makes them happy!

Cﬁristy Foster
Tippit PTA Hospitality
ﬁoyaitaﬁty@tlja}aitmgam.org
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HEB is running the bi-annual Box Tops promotion where you can purchase 10 items
in one trip and you will get 70 free Box Tops for Tippit (that’s $7 for our
school!).

The promotion only runs for a limited time — January 18 through 31.
Now is a great time to stock up on General Mills, Nestle Green Giant products,

and others. For a complete list of all Box Tops for Education products visit
cashforyoureducation.com

From the Library

The GISD middle school campus libraries have partnered with the Georgetown Public Library for the 4th annual Readit-
Forwarckvent, and the event has begun!

Here's how the program works:

Multiple paperback copies of a book (title to be announced) are hidden on the Tippit campus (as well as at Benold,
Forbes, and the Georgetown Public Library). Students and staff who discover the special packages will be the first to
begin the reading chain!

Each book is labeled with step-by-step instructions for each lucky reader to follow.

When finished with the book, there will be a web survey to complete, courtesy of Bethni King, Youth Services Librarian
at the Georgetown Public Library. Completing this survey will allow the librarians to track participation and also give
readers the opportunity to comment. A link to this survey is provided on the Tippit home page, library web page, and the
website below.

Students will need to visit the school librarian, Ms. Walker, after reading the book. They will need to sign in as having
participated in order to receive the official Readt-Forward bookmark, be entered to win prizes, and to be inc
on the invitation list to attend a party at the Georgetown Eibbéryat the conclusion of the program in April.

And, most importantly, 'Read It Forward' is accomplished by passing the book on to a friend or returning it to the library
for the next student to read!

Get ready! Get set! Read-It-Forward!
Please visit http://web.georgetownisd.org/tippit/walkerb/Read_it_forward.htm

Barbara Walker
Tippit Librarian

ude
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Healthy Eating Tips for the New Year
from the USDA at choosemyplate.gov

Balancing Calories
Enjoy your food, but eat less.
Avoid oversized portions.

Foods to Increase

Make half your plate fruit and vegetables.
Make at least half your grains whole grains.
Switch to fat-free or low-fat milk.

Foods to Reduce
Compare sodium in foods like soup, bread and frozen meals — and choose the foods with lower numbers.
Drink water instead of sugary drinks.




